
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

The first shot for my photography portfolio, I have used a slanted high angle to 
capture all of the belongings of this person but to also make the frame more dynamic 
and interesting to look at. The hard hat and Hi-Vis jacket portrays the idea that this 
person has a manual labour job for their source of income and these would be 
associated with a male. This is further accompanied by the tabloid newspaper ‘The 
Sun’ which is further associated with this social class. The cigarettes, lighter and can 
of beer suggest that this person spends their money on unhealthy habits and the way 
the camera is positioned constructs the natural lighting to enhance the can making 
this a focal point – portraying ad suggesting the importance this item has in their 
life. The natural lighting also provides a variety of shadows within the frame which 
not only makes the objects appear less boring and two dimensional but the position 
and strength of the lighting here sets the tenor of the frame.  The dimension within 
the shot is also enhanced by the use of depth of field. The items at the front of the 
frame are in focus whereas the hard hat and later part of the image are not which 
again further highlights that the items have significance in their lifestyle.  



 



  

The second shot consists of a low angle close up shot. I decided to portray this social 
class with this type of camera shot because it highlights the wealth of the person 
through the use of depth of field. Again, I have chosen to focus the image on the items 
at the front of the shot – in this case the gold watch. Not only is gold associated with 
wealth and money, but expensive jewellery is also an aspect that the higher classes 
boast to show their importance and power in society. However, the depth of field 
also allows us to see the other items in frame; the suit and shoes. Again, these are 
associated with a male but the minimalism of this image creates a tenor that this 
person does not have to do much for their lifestyle, for example, a job. This image 
portrays how this person may have been born into this lifestyle as no labour has gone 
into having this luxurious lifestyle. The natural lighting in this frame adds texture 
and a realistic nature to the items showing off the leather strap of the watch and the 
shoes. I have also used the rule of thirds in this image, with the watch and shoes being 
the left side of the frame. This makes the image less static but also makes the viewer 
focus on the watch and then linger on the image following the watch strap – again 
signifying the importance of this within this lifestyle.  



 



  

The third image in my portfolio I have used a high angle close up shot. This image 
was all about portraying the stereotypical ‘chav’ as this is an issue in society and a 
particular popular term and stereotype. The items I have used portray this. For 
example, the brightly coloured bra and condom wrappers provide the viewer 
information that this is probably a woman who engages with a lot of sex – this is 
typically looked down on in today’s society as women should be seen as ‘feminine and 
respectful’. The burger has connotations of being cheap food therefore this item is 
particularly popular with the lower classes as they can only afford food like this – 
stereotypically.  But lastly, the cigarettes and lighters suggest that this person, again, 
uses their little income or benefits to fund their unhealthy habits. I have tried to 
incorporate an ‘untidy’ composition here, placing items at random so make it look 
like a scene from their house perhaps. There is no suggestion of any job or work 
lifestyle in this frame; exaggerating that this class tends to rely on benefits for their 
income.  



 



  

This image is taken using a high angle slanted shot. The composition in this frame 
portrays an organized person as the items are nicely laid out. At first glance, it is 
the newspaper that attracts the attention as this object obtains a large quantity of 
the frame. This gives the viewer a first judgement of who this image is portraying 
due to the word ‘Business’ being the focal point but when the viewer analyses the rest 
of the items, it is then you suggest a female. The jewellery and heels suggest this is a 
female as these have connotations of femininity but also again demonstrates how the 
wealthy use their status to show off their goods. I have used a broadsheet newspaper 
in this shot which contrasts well with ‘The Sun’ as this newspaper demonstrates a 
more sophisticated and educational background lifestyle. The natural lighting and 
the angle used hits the subjects creating a more solemn mood throughout the shot as 
the frame is rather dark but it adds to the seriousness of the person which relates to 
their status. The minimalism is also demonstrated in this frame to further emphasise 
the easy lifestyle – suggesting that this person was born into a wealthy family and 
do not need a job to support themselves.  



 



  

This shot has been taken from a high slanted angle shot however has been taken from 
a lower angle compared to the other shot’s taken from this perspective. This is to 
allow the viewer to read all of the necessary words that emphasise this person’s social 
class. These include Adidas, the cigarettes and the word vodka. Adidas is a brand 
that is usually associated as a ‘chav’ brand so instantly there is a connection to that 
stereotype there. The other items, vodka bottle, condoms, cigarettes and loose change 
emphasise that this person does not obtain anything at a high value but also show 
the lifestyle connecting with someone of a lower class due to the need for funding all 
these unhealthy habits. The composition, in contrast to other images, has been 
arranged to portray a ‘messy’ and untidy nature of the person as this also has 
connotations of someone with not much income. All of the subjects in this frame 
portrays connotations of low income, unhealthy habits and a bad lifestyle – 
stereotypically. The clothing also demonstrates that this may be a male due to the 
association with snap backs which is included within the frame. Today’s society 
associates the snapback with people of the lower class and have the ‘party’ lifestyle.  



 



  

The magazine featured in this shot ‘Closer’ is typically a female targeted magazine 
featuring celebrity gossip, fashion and television therefore the connotations of this 
item featuring in the shot suggests that this image is representing a female. This is 
also supported by the pink blazer - again the colour pink is gendered. This camera 
angle is similar to the previous where a lower slanted angle camera shot is used 
which not only allows the viewer to see all the items, but it also creates a ‘sense of 
view’. The ‘rent invoice’ stereotypically has connotations of a working class agenda 
as it suggests that this person does have income but not enough to afford their own 
house with a mortgage. This image stereotypically represents a working class female 
who watches the soaps as this is another stereotype of their class which is emphasised 
by the television remote but also the magazine as well as this features television 
information. The chocolate digestives and standard cup of tea imply that this persons 
belongings are at an average rating – yes they are nice but nothing expensive. The 
composition in this image is set out in an untidy manner further implies that they 
are of a particularly more working class. 



 



  

A high angle camera shot in this frame again creates a minimalism effect suggesting 
that this person probably does not have to work extremely hard for their income. 
This is further supported by the branded items such as the Tommy Hilfiger watch 
and the iPhone. These are expensive items which implies they can afford luxuries. 
The black formal clothing suggests they do have an important job but the effect that 
the lack of items in this frame portrays the idea that there job doesn’t need to be the 
most important aspect of their life. The glass of wine and watch for that matter 
express a feminine gendered featured image. Wine has connotations of taste and 
wealth. The paper used in this the ‘Sunday Express’ is targeted at a more middle 
market therefore suggesting this person may be of middle class. The rule of thirds in 
this image shows how I have composed the majority of the items in the middle of the 
frame. This is due to not having many items for this social class therefore wanted 
the items to be the centre and focus of the shot – as this is the idea behind the portfolio. 



 



  

Minimalism is also an aspect I have produced for this frame. Five items is all it takes 
for this frame to be composed. The suit suggests an important person, assumingly 
male as this is their stereotypical attire, however compared to the other image in 
this portfolio, and this suit is not as ‘wealthy’. This suggests that this person is not as 
a high class as the previous person but still has money – therefore suggesting a middle 
class male. The numerous bank cards and money also emphasises this point and 
reiterates the fact that people from these classes stereotypically do have wealth. This 
is further demonstrated by the watch included in the frame. Although it is not as 
‘flashy’ or expensive as image one, it is still an expensive and wealthy looking watch. 
The coffee cup has connotations of businessmen further echoing the type of social 
class this person is from. The composition emphasises the tidy and seriousness of the 
person as the items are not just thrown about wherever they please. The natural 
lighting creates a dramatic effect by creating shadows that contrast against the 
white background which further reflects the person’s lifestyle and personality.  



 

Photograph one:                                    Working Class Male 

Photograph two:                                       Upper Class Male 

Photograph three:                                 Lower Class Female 

Photograph four:                                   Upper Class Female 

Photograph five:                                       Lower Class Male 

Photograph six:                                 Working Class Female 

Photograph seven:                               Middle Class Female 

Photograph eight:                                    Middle Class Male 


